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Characteristics of 2016 College Entrance Exam and Linguistic Subject Evaluation
in China

Lee, Kyu-ll

The study examined characteristics and change of 2016 college entrance exam in
China, formats of questions of linguistic subjects, formats of and points assigned
to questions related to classical literature, and discussed the educational goal and
criteria of the Chinese government. Since 2013, the Communist Party and ministry
of education of China emphasized, regarding college entrance exams, moral
dignity, core socialist values, traditional culture, rule of law, and creativity. In this
study, I found that the questions of linguistic subjects in 2016 college entrance
exam reflect these principles. The questions related to classical literature reading
were focused on biography of historical figures, which suggests an ideal, moral
public officials. This reflects the government's recent effort to heavily punish
corruption of high-ranking officials. Also, the higher points assigned to questions
related to classical literature and direct use of phrases such as Chinese dream and
soft power of the nation are in line with the nationalism and patriotism promoted
by the Chinese government.
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