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Review on ‘routine power’ through China's TV dramas by Foucault's discourse

Lee, Kang-In

This paper looked at how the various powers that are revealed in everyday life
are being exercised by the public, and how to rule daily lives. Through TV dramas
that have become an issue or a hit with the Chinese public over the past decade,
what are the problems and how do they look at China in their daily lives? This
paper used Foucault's argument as a methodology to analyze the forms of power
that is taking place in daily life, to especially try to understand how power
dominates the lives of the masses.

The daily operation of power used in the drama showed the monitoring and
punishment, discipline and conformity, and the philosophic nature of living
creatures. This trend is not just a problem in China. Things happen in other
countries, too. But we are also in a position to look at China's neighboring
country and deal with its future political, economic and social problems. So we
need to understand Chinese popular culture, especially through TV dramas and
movies, the political and economic situations and lives of the Chinese.
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