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The Historical Trajectory of China's Rural-Urban Relations :
From the Era of Modern Transition to the Socialist China
Park, Choong-Hwan

This article aims at illuminating the historical trajectory of China's rural-urban
relations in terms of three historical periods, the era of Modern Transition, the
Republican China, and the Socialist China under the Maoist regime. The era of
Modern Transition was the time when the traditional form of sociocultural
continuum between the city and the country was gradually dismantled and the
modern form of rural-urban distinction and inequality was formulated. The
Republican China witnessed a significant change in the cultural construction of
rural-urban relations as a result of the cultural reconfiguration of the city and the
country in terms of social evolutionist conceptual framework adopted from the
West. Accordingly, China's countryside began to be represented as the locus of
feudal backwardness and ignorance and the city as the symbol of progress and
the site of modernity. In the Socialist China, the rural-urban relation was
constructed upon a seemingly incompatible ideological and cultural ambivalence,
and it registered its dramatic form in the so-called ‘'up-to-the mountain,
down-to-the village' campaign during the Cultural Revolution. The historical
trajectory of China's rural-urban relations traced by this research is to be a critical
intellectual jumping board for understanding the cultural construction of ruality and
urbanity and its multiple implications in the political-economic and cultural
landscape of Chinese society today.
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