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A study on Features of Sushi’s Historical Personage Review
Ahn, Hei-Jin

Dongpo is one of the most prominent writers in Chinese history and he leaves
3,700 prose works as well as many verses. His writings on Chinese historical
writings on Chinese historical figures are very logical and unique. So many of his
writings are considered as classic masterpieces and essential model texts for civil
service examination.

This is a study of the characteristics of Dongpo's around 200 reviews of
historical figures. In Dongpo's writings, he does not just record the objective facts
of historical figures and related events, but focuses on the essential issue of how
such events are happened to them. He views that the inner character of the
historical figure is the cause of the events he experiences. When Dongpo writes
about a historical figure, he simultaneously narrates historical events with the
character. It is not a simple record of a historical figure. Dongpo evaluates how a
character plays political, social and military roles in the environment given to him
at that time. In other words, his tries to analyze the cause of historical figure's
merits and faults.

Dongpo's writings are generally not cliché sermons, but in-depth perspectives
from various points of view. He then judged a person with a basic view that "all
problems start from the person's character.” The main force of the Dongpo
writings is the emphasis on the principle and philosophy of people's lives.
However, Dongpo's writings show that historical figures judged only an idealistic
view of their behavior in the reality of the time.
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