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Su Shi's Bxle and the Transformation of Prose Style in the Age of Song
Jung, Tae-Up

The style of prose goes through a major change in the age of Su Shi. The
tender style of prose that was maintained since the latter years of the Tang
Dynasty transformed into a vigorous and fresh style. The reason to this is related
to Su Shi's political situation. Being a political victim of the Crow Terrace Poetry
Case, he continued to express his emotions through prose instead of poem. This
incident became the origin of evaluating prose “as if writing poem". The literary
noblemen were not so much interested in prose at his time, so Su Shi chose
prose to illustrate complicated inner thoughts related to his political exile. His style
was vigorous, clear, and transcendent. In conclusion, Su Shi's exile triggered him to
develop a different prose style deviating from the traditional frail style, and this
trend influenced the literary circles that created variation in the prose style of the
Song age.
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