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Adoption and Appropriation Pattern of Western Modemist Literature
in Modern China (1950~1980)
: Focusing on Jack Kerouac, Wang Shuo, Jerome D. Salinger and Su Tong
Bark, Jeong-Hee

The purpose of this study is to explore the process of adoption and influence of
Western modernist literature which was published as internal publication in the
1960s and exerted the greatest influence in the 1980s. The huge influence which
Kerouac and Salinger exerted on the Chinese writers in the 1980s can be
witnessed in the cases of Wang Shuo and Su Tong. Influence of the Western
modernist writers on Chinese counterparts began and expanded from the ‘internal
publication’ books of the 1960s and 1970s. These ‘internally published” books are
the very sign that the Chinese were undergoing changes in their perception of the
world. The symbol of Beat Generation in China presents a method to understand
the new way in Chinese literature and culture in the early 21st century. What is
more important is that it is a clear symbol proving that the literature in China
after the socialist period is a continuation of the socialist literature through
withdrawn and submerged potential, not disconnection from the socialist literature.
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