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A Study on the Adoption and Sinicization of Foreign Words in China
: A Focus on the Ways of Loanword Adaptation
Kim, Tae-Eun

This study is about the adoption and sinicization of foreign words in China. It
focuses on the types of Mandarin loanwords. Some Mandarin loanwords were
temporarily produced, but they disappeared some time later, because those words
had not been used frequently by Mandarin speakers in their daily life. Many
loanwords belonging to this situation are usually pure phonetic loans(PPL), since
they do not fit the nature of Chinese characters. Chinese character is ideograph, in
which meaning is the most important element, but PPL simply ignored the
meaning of Chinese characters. On the other hand, some types of Mandarin
loanwords have been used well in Chinese people’s daily life for the long time.
They usually fit the nature of Chinese characters. The first example is one kind of
phonetic loans, which is called yinyijianyi(%&=3#¥). They consider both the
pronunciation of the source language and the meaning of the Chinese characters.
The next example is the types of translating the meaning of the loanword. This
kind of loanword can be classified into two types, namely semantic loan and loan
translation. The formal translates the concept or things of source language, and
the latter translates the morphemes which consist of the source language word.
Both types consider the meaning in priority. The last example is graphic loan,
which only borrows the characters of source language. They are usually borrowed
from Sino-Korean and Sino-Japanese. Mandarin speakers pronounce those
loanwords as Mandarin pronunciation of the characters, and change the shape of
characters as Chinese style. Thus, this kind of loanword is very familiar to
Mandarin speakers, and survives well after borrowed into China.
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