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A study on Key Images of Poems by Hansan
Jung, Won-Ho

This study examines key images contained in ‘Hansan Poems,’ a book of poetry
written by a poet named Hansan during Tang Dynasty. Due to the influence of the
time, Tang Dynasty, the poet Hansan displayed some tendencies of Confucianism
and Taoism within his poems. But in overall, his works were heavily under the
influence of Buddhism. This study intends to examine creative images of his works
based on two different directions: positiveness and negativeness. First, a number of
positive images were unveiled. The most notable images from them are ‘white
cloud’ and ‘Hansan’. ‘White cloud’ was a friend to the poet who retreated deep
into the mountains and lived alone. At the same time, the inner world of the poet
who wanted to lead a free life may be projected through white clouds. ‘Hansan’
was a place of trials and hardships that the poet had to endure while pursuing
Taoism. But after enlightenment was attained, ‘Hansan’ emerged with positive
images which are ideal yet beautiful and pure generosity. On the other hand,
various negative images also made their presence in his poems. Most conspicuous
images were ‘animals’ and ‘wine and meat. From animals, images of ‘pig’ and
‘dog’ were employed in a negative way. ‘Pigs’ offer images of greed and lie while
'dogs’ render images of anger and ‘love and lust. Wine represent an image of
negative desire for human pleasure, and meat was used as an image of avaricious
human being. Based on these findings, his poetic messages were further
materialized, which helped appreciating his poems from diverse perspectives.
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