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Rewriting of the Story of Du-Shiniang
Kim, So-Jung

This paper examines how the story of Du-shiniang originated from The Faithless
Lover by Maocheng Song in the Ming dynasty and was transformed into a
vernacular short story, Du-Shiniang Sinks Her Jewel Box in Anger, by Menglong
Peng, and then retold by Yutang Lin. Maocheng Song ideally depicts the courtesan
Du-shiniang based on the figure of faithful woman with a strong will in confucian
culture, Borrowing objective attitudes and historical narrative.

The Faithless Lover was a narrative to comfort Du-shiniang's resentment, and in
comparison, Menglong Peng rewrote to praise Du-shiniang for her faith love that
embodied in her xia(chivalry) and qing(love) characteristics in the story. and to
cultivate and enlighten his readers. In addition, the lessons were reinforced by
adding the ending of causal justice according to the good and the evil deeds of
the characters.

Miss Tu retold by Yutang Lin embodied a modern girl who was praised for his
outstanding singing talents and longed for equal love. In sympathizing and
defending the male protagonist, he stressed that their tragedy was not due to
betrayal of the male protagonist, but because of the nature of romantic love affair.
Thus, the story of Du-shiniang has evolved into a modern love story that
compliments the romantic love affair and announces its danger.
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