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A Comparative Analysis of the Meaning of Degree Adverbs in Modern Korean
which Corresponding to ‘5£(géng)’ and “i&(hai)’ in Disparity Sentence
between Modern Korean-Chinese
Lee, Eun-Min

This study has focused on various degree adverb expressions in Korean language
corresponding to "B (géng)” or “ix(hadi)” in comparative sentences in 17 volumes of
modern Korean and Chinese novels. Meaning network of each degree adverb in
Korean language as well as prototype theory in the horizontal dimension were
analyzed based on Langacker's Network Model, a prototype theory among research
methodology of cognitive linguistics. It is concluded that Korean degree adverbs
only have differences in volume expressed, which makes variable expression of
degree adverbs. In addition, on account of successive usage of degree adverbs in
comparative sentences, the distance, in other words, quantity difference between
the degree adverbs is important. If the difference is not considered, the phrase
becomes incorrect and cannot have a prototypical differential comparison effect.
Furthermore, neither maximization nor minimization of the comparison quantity
between the two targets is achievable. Therefore, for successive usage of degree
adverbs to achieve its prototypical comparative effect in differential comparative
sentences, consideration of quantity difference is compulsory. And it is found in
this study that on the same line in case of ‘medium quantity adverb’ > ‘small
quantity adverb’ and quantity difference is ‘zero’, successive usage of degree
adverbs is possible.
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