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Understanding of ‘Democratization’ in Korea, China and Taiwan
: Focused on Audience Review of Movie “May 18"
Lee, Ga-Young

This study sees the movie “May 18" as a visual text that preserves, reproduces,
and diffuses the memories of democracy and democratization movement, and
comprehends the meaning codes of visual texts in Korea, China and Taiwan By
recognizing it as an “active consumer” who interprets movies based on his own
horizon of expectation, and explores how Korean, Chinese and Taiwanese audiences
interpret the movie “May 18" and what social, cultural and personal meaning they
are producing. Based on this analysis, we analyze the influence of society, culture,
politics, institutions, and history on the way the audience interprets the movie. And
[ intend to find answers to the following three research questions.

Research Question 1) How did the audience of Korea, China, and Taiwan
interprets the movie “May 18"?

Research Question 2) How do the audience of Korea, China and Taiwan perceive
the 518 Gwangju democratization movement, which is the spatio-temporal and the
historical background of “May 18"?

Research Question 3) What are the similarities and differences in the attitudes
toward democratization movements of South Korean, Chinese, and Taiwanese
audience that watched the movie?
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