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The Origination of the ‘Encounter-Nonencounter
and Its Patterns across the Yao-Shun-Yu
Ou, Man-Jong - Jang, Su-Yeon
This paper has foremost attempted to show how the word i&' has the meaning

‘accidental encounter’ by analyzing the letter's original shape, and then by proving
this word was used with that meaning in early Chinese texts. In the text Zhouy
we can actually see the word "i&' used in the situation of an accidental encounter
as verb. Whereas in the text Chungiu we can see the word used as a noun
designating a winter meeting between emperors and feudal lords, but also as a
verb designating occasional meetings in early Chinese etiquette culture. Through
these analyses, we may say the original meaning of the word ‘i#"s ‘accidental
encounter’ was expanded by several meanings expressing meetings between
emperors and feudal lords in early Chinese etiquette culture etc, and it gradually
evolved to represent the general concept of ‘accidental encounter’ in human affairs.
This paper has also analyzed the pattern of encounter-nonencounter across the
Yao-Shun-Yu mythical dynasties.
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