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A Contrastive Research on the Conceptual Domains
of ‘Ruguo’ and -(eu)Myeon, -Geodeun’ Hypothesis Conditionals

Yue, Yi-Fei

Based on Sweetser(1990)'s Conceptual Domain Theory and Traugott(1995)'s
Subjectivity Theory, this paper compares the semantic features of hypothesis
conditionals between Korean and Chinese. The research subjects are "ruguo”,
"-myeon” and "-geodeun”. The conceptual domain of semantics can be divided
into three subcategories: content domain, epistemic domain and speech act
domain. The subjectivity strength of the three domains can be manifested as
"speech act domain > epistemic domain > content domain". The "-myeon
conditional” and "ruguo conditional" can express the condition-conclusion
relationship in the content domain. At this time, compared with the "-myeon
conditional”, the "ruguo conditional " has stricter requirements on the objectivity of
causality and it is less subjective. In the "-myeon conditional", the first half
sentence can be used as the basis for objective conclusion, but there is no such
phenomenon for the "ruguo conditional”. In the epistemic domain, the "-myeon
conditional" and the "ruguo conditional" have similar semantic functions. The
"-myeon, ruguo" and "-geodeun” conditionals can all be understood in the speech
act domain. Compared with the "-myeon" and "ruguo" conditionals, there are
relatively more constraints on the "-geodeun conditional”. Most "-geodeun
conditionals” can only be understood in the speech act domain, and sometime
there is overlap between the speech act domain and the epistemic domain. The
purpose of this paper is to offer reference materials to the semantic study of
conditionals. It can also give help to the teaching of Korean as a foreign language.
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