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A Study on Su shi's Record about Ghost Zigtd F4i#F)
Ahn, Hei-Jin

There are six volumes of Sushiff#i that has records related to Zigushen it
Among them, <{Zigushenji»> is the record about Sushi's observation of a shamanic
ritual at a house in Huangzhou. Here, Sushi had a conversation with a spirit
named Zigushen, and recorded the details of the conversation. This paper
discusses three main points focusing on Sushi's records. The first point is the
discussion of the credibility of his story by comparing with five other works of
his. The second point is the credibility analysis of the contents of the
conversation with the spirit. The spirit claimed that she was a woman name
Hemei during the Tang dynasty. And she described events during and after her
life to Sushi in detail. She also wrote several poems after the conversation with
Sushi. The third point is about how to explain this phenomenon if her words
were truthful, and why Sushi slightly doubted the phenomenon. Considering
these points, this work concludes as follows. Not all Zigushens in ancient Chinese
literatures are Hemei, but the one in Sushi's work is. The concreteness of the
conversation and the phrases from the poems support the idea that it is not
fictional. Modern Chinese scholars treat these ancient records as literary works.
They argue that these fictions are of intellectuals expressing their concerns
through ghost stories.However, this view is based on materialistic thinking. We
can understand the mental world of ancient Chinese people, if these stories are
treated, not just as literary works, but as records. There are thousands of similar
stories in (Taipingguangji&X°F#iC», an ancient Chinese literature. Jiyun4ZHJ of
the Qing dynasty has also written many stories about shamanic rituals. His
writings are relatively objective and detailed. This paper analyzes contents of
Sushi's work with Jiyun's writings. Of course, not all phenomena of shamanic
rituals are believable. Spirits can be deceitful, even when the conversation
coincides with the reality. It is for this reason that Sushi was doubtful toward the
Zigushen phenomenon.
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