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A Comparison on Chinese and Korean Interrogative Adverbs
in Foreign Language Acquisition
: Taking Chinese and Korean Students for Example
Wu, Shan-Zi

Abstract: Rhetorical modal adverbs are a special kind in both Chinese and
Korean languages. They have flexible syntactic positions and empty sematic
meanings. Therefore, they are one of the difficulties in teaching Chinese as a
foreign language and Korean language. Taking Chinese and Korean students as
the research object, this paper makes a questionnaire survey on the use of
Chinese and Korean rhetorical modal adverbs, and analyses the errors of Chinese
and Korean rhetorical modal adverbs from the perspective of syntax and
semantics. The syntactic distribution errors include the wrong ordering at the
beginning and middle of the sentence. The syntactic combination errors include
the misuse of modal particles and auxiliary verbs. The semantic errors include the
misunderstanding of rhetorical meaning and the misunderstanding of realistic and
non-realistic meaning. Among these, the error rate of syntactic combination is
the highest. This is because the differences between Chinese and Korean are
reflected most in the combination characteristics of rhetorical modal adverbs.
Students are influenced by their mother tongue and have many errors. This part
is the key and difficult point in the teaching of rhetorical modal adverbs. It is
necessary to carry out targeted teaching for individual rhetorical modal adverbs
with high error rate.
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