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A Research into the Dental Sounds of the Ancient Chinese Language Consonants
: Comparison of the Dental Sounds found within

Donggukjeongun(RBFIERE) and Hunmongjahwae(F)|5:-€)
Kim, Seo-Yeong - An, Ying-Shi - Kim, Min-Gyeong

The ‘Cheongeum(i#%)" which refers to a clear consonant sound and the ‘Takeum(i%
&) which refers to the voiced sound of the ancient Chinese language consonants are
recorded as 'Eumsomunja(# % 3C5)" which means alphabetic — phonemic — writing within
the Hunminjeongeum system in the Donggukjeongun(Standard Rhymes of the Eastern
States) is a Korean dictionary of rhymes which sets out a standard practice for
pronouncing Chinese characters in Korean. It was compiled between 1446 and 1448
under the instructions of Sejong the Great, and serves as a companion volume to his
Hunminjeongeum.). The Hunmongjahwae(A textbook written to teach Chinese characters
in 1527 during the Joseon Dynasty’'s King Jungjong's reign.) on the other hand is
evaluated as having recorded the most practical Koreanized Chinese character sounds at
the time of its writing. If these two written records were to be compared for an
in-depth study, a continuous research is essential in deciding whether the Cheongeum
and the Takeum related to the articulating method could be defined as voiceless sounds
or voiced sounds dictated by the modern phonology based on the International
Phonetic Alphabet(IPA).

As the transcription of the Cheongeum and the Takeum are deeply related to the
transfer and copying of the Sanskrit to the Chinese language, it is of course a given
that the Cheongeum and the Takeum's voiced and voiceless sounds of Sanskrit
corresponds extremely well but there is a need for a more objective contemplation of
whether the articulation method of the Cheongeum and the Takeum can be defined in
correspondence with the voiced and voiceless sound of the IPA.
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