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A Study on the Current Status of Modern Chinese Polite Greetings Education
Oh, Hyun-Ju

The purpose of this study is to analyze various modern Chinese polite greetings and
their characteristics, and to find educational contents and plans that can be applied to
Chinese language education based on the analysis results. This study also aims at
examining how and to what extent education on polite greetings is being carried out in
an actual Chinese language education.

Previous studies have mainly focused on identifying the differences between &<iE &S
115, and polite greetings, and categorizing them by use according to their definitions and
other criteria. This study all the categories suggested in previous studies were included in
the analysis made in this study. This study considered that polite expression education is
an essential part in Chinese language education, especially for business Chinese learners.
Therefore, the study comprehensively analyzed the contents related to polite greetings
contained in Chinese textbooks for business purposes and the dialogue situations in which
they are used. For the analysis of the example sentences used in the textbooks, the
examples were classified into the categories of “give regards and introduce,” “ask and
request,” "apologize and request for understanding,” “express gratitude,” “congratulate and
praise,” and “present a gift" based on the business speech act. The major findings and
their implications are as follows.

First, most of the textbooks presented only the meanings of the words in a brief way,
without explaining their significance and characteristics as polite greetings. Second, while *
IADUEIA S, does not include any indications of polite greetings, some words or
expressions that meet the conditions of polite greetings were found when taking into
account pragmatic factors such as the situations and purposes of dialogue and the
relationships of the communicators. Third, most of the social greetings have corresponding
expressions as responses. These expressions are included in a broader scope of polite
greetings. In this context, regardless of whether a polite greeting has a typical response or
not, if there is an expression usually used together with a polite greeting, it is desirable to
present both for the convenience of learners. Fourth, if a word has more than two
meanings, it is necessary to determine whether it is used as a polite greeting.
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