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A Study on the Xue (2; Learning) in Ancient China
: Focus on the Xue (2; Learning) of Confucianism in Xiangin Period
Ou, Man-Jong

The aim of this paper is to analyze Xue (£ Learning) in Confucianism. The
author begins by tracing the background of Confucian ideas and thoughts in
ancient Chinese ideology, as well as explaining the formation of Confucianism
with the texts of Shijing, Shujing and Zhouyi. The author continues by stating
the difference between Confucianism and Taoism to explore the concept that
Confucianism limits the Xue on humans. Accordingly, in Lunyu, the author
reviews Xue in two different categories: learning (Xue) from others and learning
(Xue) from literature.

Learning from others indicates that humans should not only learn and follow
others' strengths but also be introspective when discovering others’ weaknesses.
Confucianism particularly stresses that people should learn from historical figures
such as King Wu, King Wen, and Zhugong. Learning from literature signifies that
humans should increase their cognitive ability by reading Shi and strengthen
their behavior through Li. These ideas developed since the period of the Warring
State which led to the form of the Confucian scripture “Liujing".

Lastly, the author discusses that the ideal stage of Xue is to become a Junzi
(wise man). Confucian explains in Mengzi that humans learn their Xing (God's
will) by Xin (heart); furthermore, understanding humans' Tao and Xue can lead
the way to becoming a wise man. In conclusion, Confucian describes that the
ultimate goal of Xue in terms of individuals is to be a wise man, and socially
the stage of Neishengwaiwang (Inner Sage and Outer King) is the ideal state.

‘| f g 3 | EE / & / Ou, Man-Jong
X X

A 2 | Mufstn OI2[st o= 2ty
0|7('|A|-'c‘>'|- = L= H%J-L il Hc_>| 3013|_C—’|J—|'

Em@il | oumj6011@jnu.ac.kr

>
ne

=AU & 0 Y| 20201119 | A AR L | 2020.11.28 | AlRH=RY 2020.12.14

0




