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Control, Treatment, and Designed Space
: Symbolism of Space in Novels by Korean and Chinese Writers
during the Manchukuo Period
Jung, Keo-Yul

During the Manchukuo period, Japan colonial government created controlled
areas, or spaces, such as quarantine centers and group villages to solve the
problems of plague and opium addiction. On the surface, these spaces were
designated to quarantine infected or addicts for the safety of the majority, by
preventing the spread of infectious diseases, and addictive drugs, but in reality,
these places were used to control people with nationalistic ideas and to suppress
people. In this context, this paper intends to examine some social problems of
Manchukuo related to epidemics and opium addiction, especially paying attention
on how ethnic Chinese and Koreans were reorganized, and further controlled. In
particular, this paper examines the illusions and contradictions of the imperialistic
colonial ideology inherent within ‘quarantine centers’ and ‘group villages' that
appear in the novels of Gu-ding and Hyun, Kyung-jun.
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