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Reperusing Lu Hsun's T 7The New Year's Sacrificeifg).
: Focused on the role of “I" as the first-person protagonist
Kim, Yeon-Su

There were two traditional sets of values, shown in Lu Hsun(&iR)'s novel T The
New VYear's Sacrifice#it@)l, published in 1924. Those are Confucianism,
represented by master Lusi(£V4%%s), and folk beliefs by madam Liu(#i4F). And
“I", who represents the modern intellectuals, critically depict this traditional values.
Madam Xianglin(¥#4%) intended to live alone, when she came to Lusi's house
for work. But, forced by her mother-in-law, who wants the bride price, she was
remarried and deprived of her right to be faithful. It became her stigma and she
was blamed to be depraved person. It made her excluded from both
Confucianism and folk belief. After completely being denied her existence in
traditional value system, Despaired madam Xianglin asked the'l',’ who learned the
new knowledge from outside world, about the existence of soul and hell. Since
then, “I” was not the observer of "' The New Year'’s Sacrificel, but the protagonist.
“I” tried to become the bystander who drastically ignore madam Xianglin, who
needed the comfort for her soul. Though the query of madam Xianglin was as a

"

signal of demanding helps, the only attention of “I” was his safe and comfort.
Further, without saying clearly about the existence of the soul, he himself get his
comfort by feeling the existence of heaven and earth during the ritual of "Bless".
The “I", no more or less than master Lusi or Liuma who he blamed, was one of

perpetrators who were responsible for the tragic of madam Xianglin.
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